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MEETING NOTES                                                        25 November 2016 / 9:30 – 11:00 am / AH 527 
 

MEMBERS     T Chase (Chair), E Boyle, D Cherwaty, J Crivea, R Konecsni, R Petry, C Reyda, A Rutko (URSU rep), 
S Young 

 

REGRETS J Dale (Sabbatical until 31 December 2016), R Khanam (GSA rep) 
 

 

 

1. Call to order at 8:30 am. 

 
2. Agenda received as circulated. Meeting notes of 30 September 2016 received without emendation. 

 

LEADERSHIP, COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT 

 
3. Best practices checklist - sustainability 

R Konecsni is a member of NACAS (National Association of College Auxiliary Services) and follows a 
blog that recently shared a best practices checklist for universities.  This list contains many great ideas 
but needs to be updated to be more reflective of our University and community. 
 
Prior to sharing this list R Konecsni will update it as requested.  To address the concern that the NACAS 
list may get confused with the STARS best practices list, R Konescsni will ensure the correspondence 
sharing this document includes: notification that this is for information and idea purposes and does not 
replace the list generated by STARS; that we remain members of AASHE and STARS; that it include links 
to the AASHE and STARS websites; notify individuals that any @uregina.ca email address can create an 
account; and finally, that members who create an account have access to an ample amount of 
information that is not otherwise shared publicly. 
 

4. Fair trade campus certification initiative: discussion and approval 

Members discussed the Fair Trade Campus certification initiative brought to PACS on 30 September as 
well as Bettina Welsh’s summary of her meeting regarding this same initiative.  PACS members agreed 
that more information needs to be provided before any decisions can be made.   
 
D Cherwaty volunteered to liaise with Maria Aman and Damien Bolingbroke to ensure the right people 
are involved in this initiative.  D Cherwaty will provide PACS updates as required and will bring back a 
recommendation. 

 

WASTE, ENERGY AND TRANSPORTATION 

 
5. UR sustainability recommendations 

Students of Dr Magdalena Cismaru shared their sustainability recommendations document with PACS.  
This document highlights the hard work and effort these students put into sustainability on campus 
and how they are raising awareness. R Konecsni will share this information with URSU, Chartwells, 

PACS 
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Facilities Management and anyone else who might benefit from these ideas.  This will be shared as 
information only, no action is required.  Great things come from Dr Cismaru’s class and PACS discussed 
using this class as a tool in building sustainability knowledge and awareness. 
 
Changing sustainability behaviours is not easy and can be a slow process.  PACS believes that by 
communicating successes it may help campus understand the good things being accomplished and 
assist in understanding our individual roles.  Sustainability topics have been and will continue to be 
included in the President’s monthly messages as well as the Deans’ Council Bulletin.  Members also 
discussed the idea of the President referencing our campus sustainability initiatives during her 
welcome week presentation.  Swag, in the form of a water bottle that fits our refilling station, could 
also be provided to new students with a message of how we are becoming a sustainable campus and 
how they can help lead sustainability change.   
 

OPERATIONS AND OTHER ISSUES 

 
6. Sustainability leadership and support: discussion 

Hiring a student to assist PACS was discussed at the last meeting but the hiring process was halted due 

to various administrative issues.  Before proceeding to hire PACS support confirmation of budget and 

position locations will be provided to the Chair by E Boyle.   

 

C Reyda, past Sustainability Coordinator, will send the Chair a list of all the groups she worked with on 
campus and the various projects related to sustainability.  This list will be shared with PACS so that 
members can provide assistance where needed until a Sustainability Coordinator is in place. There may 
be an opportunity to ask how they can help contribute to sustainability oppose to how we can help 
them contribute to sustainability. 
 
J Crivea volunteered to look into financial support opportunities to hire a Sustainability Coordinator 
and/or support. Options discussed were: Reaching out external partners such as SaskPower; looking 
into corporate sponsorships; looking into available grants; checking to see if there are any federal 
funding options we might be eligible for; etc.  J Crivea will report back to the committee in January. 
 

7. Terms of Reference: final 

The terms of reference submitted to the President were approved and are posted to the web page as 
final.  This item was provided to members as information. 
 

8. Terms of members: approval 

PACS members welcome the continuation of Roger Petry as the RCE Saskatchewan representative 
(Carol Reyda as an alternate), Stephanie Young as an academic representative, and Darren Cherwaty as 
an administrative representative. 
 
The Chair thanked all members of the committee for their commitment to sustainability at the U of R. 

 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT at 10:40 am                       NEXT MEETING 27 JANUARY 2017  8:30 – 10:00 AM (AH 527) 

 

 
 


